Annual Report for the Fiscal Year 1967-1968 by Massachusetts. Board of Registration and Discipline in Medicine.
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1967-1968 
(In Compliance with General Laws, Chapter 112, Section 4) 
The function or purpose of the Board of Registration in Medicine, 
its composition (General ~TS, Chapter 13, Section 10), its meetings or 
mode of operation (General Laws, Chapter 13, Section 11), its activities 
(registration of qualified physicians, limited registration of physicians, 
discipl1nar,r proceedings, handling of complaints, registration of 
assistants in medicine, registration of physical therapists, maintenance of 
records, concern with legislation) have been outlined in detail repeatedly 
in previous annual reports to which interested persons are referred. The 
present report will be confined to statistical reports, review of signif-
icant actions and occurrences, revievl and discussion of the office work 
load and personnel difficulties in recent years, and especially with 
legislation of the past year and legislative changes to be sought in the 
coming year. . 
STATISTICAL SUMMARIES 
TABLE I 
Total Number of Elcaminees 
Passed 
Failed 
Foreign Medical School Graduates 
Passed 
Failed 
Graduates of unapproved Medical Schools 
Passed 
Failed 
Graduates of Approved American or 
Canadian Schools 
Passed 
156 
70 
86 
141 
65 
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Failed 
Repeaters Taking Examination 
Passed 
Failed 
8 
5 
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TABLE II 
Total Number of Physicians ~gistered 
By Elcamina-tion 
By National Board Endorsement 
By Endorsement of Registration of 
other state licenses ' 
Total Number of Limited Registrations 
708 
70 
482 
156 
granted 2442 
Total Number of Limited Registrations 
as assistants in medicine granted 303 
Total Number of Physical Therapists 87 
Registered 
By Elcamination 60 
By Endorsement 27 
Total number of Lapsed Physical Therapy 
Registrations Revived 83 
Total number of Physical Therap,y Renewals 
issued 1019 
TABLE III 
DISCIPLD~Y ACTIONS 
Formal Hearings 
Revocations 
Suspensions 
Suspended Suspensions 
TABLE rJ 
COMPLA.INTS 
Total Number Considered 
No Action 
Complaint withdrawn 
Cited for Formal Hearing 
Referred to the Massachusetts 
Medical Society 
Admonishment 
Recommendation for retirement, 
surrender of narcotic license 
Pending 
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4 
2 
1 
1 
14 
5 
1 
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Year 
TABLE V 
REVIEW OF WORK LOAD - . BOARD OF RIDISTRATION IN MEDICINE ' 
1943-1968 (25 years) 
1943 131 47 0 88 2 255 255 
1944 352 105 0 247 15 142 373 395 
1945 229 (j(j 0 141 11 52 ~09 3e5 
1946 395 2e3 0 112 e 25 569 414 ' 
1947 .563 367 11353 7 26 445 112 
1949 390 276 53 61 13 24 701 250 
1950 380 280 62 35 11 11 77B 2tSJ 
19'.>1 234 153 51 24 5 7 706 305 
19~2 379 271 73 35 9 5 774 305 
physical Therapy 
Registration 
19~3 369 266 64 39 10 4 925 325 335 
1954 409 295 76 3e 10 3 1253 331 123 
1955 411 295 72 41 11 3 1707 314 3 
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1957 349 245 65 36_ 24 0 2037 313 29 2 
195e 401 265 : 100 36 23 1 215(j 314 1 0 3 I 
1959 L 32 394 e1 47 34 0 2231 325 34 0 7 
1960 L 31 259 95 44_ 21 0 2207 325 67 174 10 
1961 41-11 2J}_2 ill) 41 34 0 2231} 310 43 0 9 
1~~2 L 21 27A 102 45 34 0 200~} 310 _~7 0 3 
1963 f;>03 362 102 39 33 0 2244 301 ?7 0 9 
1964 507 358 100 41 33 0 2118 301 47 1 13 f 
1965 620 430 147 43 37 0 2012 25L ~9 0 12 
1966 570 392 134 ~46 0 2506 J3f;> 394(j 65 0 
1967 698 465 141 92 e6 1 2318 30L 365 51 0 
1965 708 4e2 156 70 65 0 ~2 303 : .. .200 1019 60 0 27 
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TABLE VI 
\.LEGISLATION PERTAINING TO THE BOARD 1961-1968 AND ITS DISPOSITION 
- I' 
.\" " 
Senate 605 - Petition of Bradley E. Copeland, M.D.', for legislation 
relative to the operation of clinical laboratories. 
Next Annual Session. 
Senate 606 - Petition of Bradley E. Copeland, M.D., for legislation 
to regulate schools for training of medical laborator,r 
technologists. Next Annual Session. 
Senate 613 - Petition of Grace S. Delerzon for legislation to 
prohibit the issuance of M.D. license plates to ~ 
physician who is not the holder of a degree of Doctor 
of Medicine. Died in the House. 
Senate 613 - Bill prohibiting the issuance of M.D. number plates to 
any physician who is not the holder of a degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. (Ammendment recommended by the 
Governor referred to Committee). Died in the House. 
Senate 641 - Petition of John F. Parker, John D. BarrIlS and 
Louis J. Morini for legistation to provide for the 
indefinite renffiial of licenses of foreign physicians 
working in state hospitals, state schools or other 
mental or retardation facilities. Enacted on May 14, 
1968 as Chapter 234 to provide that th~ temporary 
license to practice medicine issued to a physician, 
who is a graduate of a foreign medical school shall be 
extended so long as such physician is an employee of 
the Commonwealth and works in a state hospital, state 
school school or other mental health or retardation 
facility, or is a municipal employee vlorking in a 
municipal hospital, and otherwise complies with the 
requirements for limited registration. 
Senate 630 - Petition of Jaw~s A. Kelly, Jr., for legislation to 
direct that O. Lars Larrson be registered as a 
physical therapist. Next Annual Session. 
House 269 Petition of Arthur L. Desrocher requiring applicants 
for registration as physicians to have completed an 
internship of one year in a duly accredited hospital. 
House Bill 269, March 6, 1968. Governor's veto 
sustained in the Senate so it died. 
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,TABLE VII 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED BY THE BOARD FOR 1968-1969 
An Act to grant the Board of Registration in Medicine the use 
of Expert Advice in Devising and Conducting Examinations • 
An Act to provide the necessary travel expenses for a member 
of the Board for attendance at the Annual meeting of the 
Federated State Boards. 
An Act abolishing the Approving Authority for Colleges and 
Medical Schools and permitting the Endorsement Registration 
of certain Retired Officers of the Armed Forces and of the 
Public Health Service and certain foreign ,medical school 
graduates. 
An Act increasing the examination fees of applicants for 
registration by examination. 
An Act to authorize temporary registration as qualified 
physicians under certain designated circumstances. 
An Act to require a Certificate issued by the Educational 
Council for Foreign Medical Graduates to assure minimum 
competence of graduates of foreign medical schools applying 
for registration. 
7. An Act clarif,ying the type of registration to be issued to 
certain physicians. 
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I. On September 21, 1967 the Board defined the role of psychology in 
medicine thus: "Psychology is the science or study of mental processes 
and behavior. Any application of such study in the treatment or care 
of patients is outside the province of the psychologist except as he 
might apply his science or conduct his studies under the supervision 
of a registered physician." 
II. On September 21, 1967, the Board voted to rescind its action of 
May 16, 1966 granting applicants credit to".vard a passing grade for 
time out of medical school and establiShing a Committee to interview 
apparently well qualified specialists who had failed the examination 
and to report such interviews to the Board ,,"ith recommendations. 
III. On October 19, 1967, the. Board, to facilitate the registration of 
qualified individuals authorized the Secretary: (1) to grant special 
interviews to endorsement candidates (National Board and others), 
(2) to admit to examinations graduates of foreign medical schools 
behind the "Iron Curtain II upon presentation of original diplomas, 
student books and certified translations, (3) to grant limited registra-
tions to graduates of foreign medical schools located behind the Iron 
Curtain upon presentation of an original medical school diploma and a 
certified translation. 
IV. On January 18, 1968, the Board voted to rescind its action of 
September 15, 1966 to issue a smaller printed certificate of registra-
tion and voted to issue only one form of engrossed certificate 
regardless of the manner of registration of the physician. 
V. At various meetings in 1968, the Board voted to seek and support 
legislation listed in Table VII to (1) permit the use of the new 
FLEX examination of the Federated State Boards, by far the best examina-
tion yet available for determination of an applicant's fitness to 
practice medicine, (2) to abolish reference in the statutes to the 
Approving Authority for Colleges and Medical Schools which actually has 
been legislated out of existence, (3) to establish temporary registration 
in the Commonwealth, a much needed provision, (4) to accomplish other 
changes that will facilitate registration and lessen administrative 
detail by the elimination of meaningless or outmoded obstructions to 
registration and (5) to clarify the status of foreign medical school 
graduates in regard to endor s ement registr ation. 
REVIEW OF WORK LOAD OF BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE 
1943-1968 
Review of Table V reveals that the total number of registra-
tions per year in the twenty-five year period has practically doubled. 
The number of limited registrations issued has increased 80%. The 
number of foreign medical school graduates seeking and attaining full 
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-registration has steadi~ increased and these application involve far more 
administrative effor.1i than do applications from graduates of American and 
Canadian medical schools. The verification of licenses for the Registry 
of Motor Vehicles during 1965-1966 was a temporari~ crippling burden at 
the time and recovery has been slow and incomplete. 
In 1941, when the Office of the Board of Registration in 
Nursing was separated from the Office of the Board of Registration in 
Medicine, a Principal Clerk and Junior Clerk vIere assigned to the Board of 
Registration in Medicine. In 1952, when the registration of physical 
therapists was assigned to the Board, another Junior Clerk was authorized. 
The third Junior Clerk position has never been filled b.1 a permanent full 
time year round appointee. The office was burdened with a vacancy due to a 
seven months accumulated leave when the Principal Clerk retired in 1962, by 
a long pregnancy leave of one of the Principal Clerks in 1960, and by 
excessive vacation and sick leave of a Principal Clerk in 1965-1966. At 
times there were in the office two PrinCipal Clerks, one of them total~ 
unsuitable as a Principal Clerk, and a temporary Junior Clerk. The office 
is final~ stabilized with a Principal Clerk, a Senior Clerk, and a Junior 
Clerk that works only nine months of the year. All this instability has 
resulted in justifiab~ critical reports by the Auditors, complaints from 
physicians and hospitals, and frustration on the part of the Secretary of 
the Board. 
It is hoped that the review presented herein will justify and 
assure that the Board is entitled to and must have on· a perwanent basis, 
at least the present~ authorized Principal Clerk, Senior Clerk, and 
Junior Clerk. 
The composition of the membership of the Board covered by this 
report follows: 
Joseph M. Baker, M.D. (qualified May 21, 1968) 
Anthony O. Cardullo, M.D. 
Christopher C. Conway, M.D. (term expired) 
Vasilios G. Letsou, M.D. (qualified November 14, 1967) 
Charles W. Sauter, 2d, D.O. 
Bancroft C. Wheeler, M.D. 
Charles A. Robinson, M.D., Chairman 
David W. Wallwork, M.D., Secretary 
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FINANCIAL STATE-lENT lWR T'clE FISCAL YEAR 1968 
I 
Expenditures 
Salaries of Members of the Board 
Traveling Expenses 
Traveling Expenses (AccoWlt P~able) 
Office E.-q>enses 
Office Expenses (Accounts Payable) 
Personal Services 
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$11,507.59 
403.04 
296.96 
9,728.72 
1,077.75 
15.251.40 
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